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Using Paddy Rice with Fresh Housefly Larvae as Feed for
Thai Native Chickens from 1 - 6 Weeks of Age
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Abstract

The objectives of this trial were to study the effects of paddy rice along with fresh
housefly larvae as feed for Thai Native chicken from 1 to 6 wk. of age on 1) growth
performance and feed efficiency, and 2) feed cost.

Forty five 7-d-old Thai Native chicks were allocated in a randomized complete block
design with 3 replications. There were 3 treatments: 1) commercial layer feed (control, T1),
2) paddy rice and housefly larvae at 1: 1 (T2), and 3) paddy rice and housefly larvae at 1: 2
(T3). The trial carried onfor 5 wk. Differences among means were compared with Duncan
New Multiple Range Test.

The results showed that (1) at 6 wk. of age, Thai native chickens fed with layer
feed (starter period; Treatment 1 or control) had a higher body weight and a better feed
conversion rate than the other two treatments (paddy rice: fresh housefly larvae at 1:1 and 1:2
or treatments 2 and 3). Treatments 2 and 3 had higher fresh feed consumption rates
compared to that in the control group, but were lower on a dry weight basis. Consequently,
the lower nutrient consumption of both treatments 2 and 3, and an imbalance of nutrient
composition as well, resulted in poor nutrient digestibility and poor utilization of the
chickens. (2) Due to the lower feed costs in treatments 2 and 3, feed costs per kg body weight
gain of both treatments were lower than that of the control.

Keywords: Thai native chicks, Chicken feed, Fresh housefly larvae, Paddy rice
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